Question 1: How have you taken advantage of the education opportunities you have had to prepare for college?

The leap in my life was the leap into the unknown. When entered my current high school in the 9th grade I was unsure about Animo Inglewood charter High School. After being denied acceptance at a magnet high school I had to make a choice between going to Inglewood or Animo Inglewood. Schools in my neighborhood don’t have good reputations and to receive a decent education I would have to drives miles away. Animo Inglewood was a new school with only one grade level at the beginning> My mom and I were nervous about me enrolling because the school had no track record, no permanent facility and not a popular standing with the community but I decided to take a risk on a good education.

My choice to go to Animo was right. It turned out to be a great fit. At Animo I got a small learning environment and got the chance to participate in meaningful activities such as student government and Yearbook. I have also taken advantage of the AP classes that are available.

Animo afforded me a great educational opportunity. It has helped me because a better more thoughtful person and has unlocked many doors that will allow me to get into a good college.

Question 2: Tell us about a talent, experiences, contribution or personal quality you will bring to the University Of California?

At home, my role is assistant mother, I make sure chores get done and that the house is in order before my mother returns from work. It is not burden, but a gift. I make sure both of my siblings and cousin does their own individual chore. When the chores are done I have to answer to my mother. She goes directly to me when she wants certain things done around the house. My job at Joann’s Fabric Store takes up a lot of time also as I work about 15 hours a week.

Although my brother and cousin are older, it is clear that I am the leader when it comes to getting things done. I know that telling them what to do isn’t the best way to make sure things get done, so I invent little games to make it less obvious. There is the game of chance where we pick chores out of a hat, that person is then fated to do that chore. Fast Tongue involve calling out a chore before anyone else has a chance to. The rules of Fast Tongue are; you cannot call a job before everyone has eaten dinner; and you have to say it while someone is around. It’s fun to see who forgets and gets left with a hard job. Another game involves taking the trash to the curb because the journey to curb is a long and dangerous. While on the journey we have a series of obstacles we must face in order to achieve our goal, which is delivering the trash to its rightful place on the curb. First we must get past the hanging spiders which are really just my grandmother overgrown lemon tree. Then if we survive that we must squeeze through the enclosing walls, which is really my grandmothers car parked too close to the wall. I made this game up when I was younger and we still play it today.

My role at home has carried over to my life outside of the home. It has helped me learn how to motivate others to get collaborate goals accomplished. I am Vice President of student council and I use my skills to unite all members to find a creative solution and make decision together. The skills I gained at home have helped me to interact with others in a more strategic way. I know how to see different possible ways to solve a problem and how to talk to people to motivate them to do what needs to be possible ways to solve a problem and how to talk to people to motivate them to do what needs to be done.

I will bring my creative skills with me to college. I know how to motivate others and myself in a positive manner and will be an involved, created student within your university. 

Question 3: Is there anything you would like us to know about you or your academic record that you have not had the opportunity to describe elsewhere in this application?

My Dream school would be somewhere far away from home. Somewhere far away from the negative vibes my neighborhood has to offer. There is so much drama in my area that it can keep people’s attention away from the important things in life. They get so caught up in the bad they forget what is good about Inglewood. I got pepper sprayed by an angry driver who I accidentally cut off three blocks from my house. Instead of dwelling on that I moved forward with my life trying to better what I can change about the situation and accept what I can’t. And when my cousin got shot just blocks away from my home instead if trying to blame everyone, we helped him recover.

There are some obstacles standing between me and my education. Being the only really responsible child in my household, I help my mother around the house. My mom needs me to help clean, cook, work and take care of my sick grandma. I enjoy being an obedient child but I know the only way to come back and help my community is by going to a good college no matter how far it is from my home. My mom would prefer that I attend college near home but I cannot pass up on an opportunity to better my self and my community.

Keeping a job while in high school is no easy task. In the summer of 06, I maintained two jobs while attending SAT prep with College Match and Higher Edge. \The majority of the money I earned went into bare necessities. I have to pay for e4verything I own from the mismatched socks I wear to the Food I consume. My mom feels it is more important for me to maintain a job than to study for school. I work on the weekends, which leaves me little time for a social life and little time to do homework.  When I go to work, at Joann’s a fabric shop I must bring my homework and put notes in my apron to study while working.

I maintain good grades by working hard in school and looking for creative ways to study. I love to stay active on campus by joining many clubs. I joined almost every club at school ranging from Student Government to Young Women of Unity. One of my greatest passions is cooking. I love to make food for my family and I love inventing new recipes. I’ve mixed spaghetti with burritos and rice with salsa and cheese.

No matter the obstacles that may stand in my way I find ways of overcoming them. I am a hard worker and I stay very optimistic. I try to keep everyone happy by looking for constructive ways of solving problems. The road ahead of me may not be clear but I won’t be in Inglewood dwelling what could have been.

